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Art Unit: 2683 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-8, 13, 14, 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by MOONEY et al (US 2002/0098878 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, MOONEY discloses an electronic apparatus for 
communicating with first device and second device (abstract, Figure 1), comprising: a 
wireless communication device [headset] (20); means for establishing first wireless 
connection between said wireless communication device and the first device (Figure 1, 
abstract, paragraph 9-13), and second wireless connection between said wireless 
communication device and the second device (paragraph 9-13); and means for 
reproducing content data received through the first wireless connection (paragraph 21- 
22), wherein said establishing means establishes the second wireless connection while 
maintaining the first wireless connection in the case said wireless communication device 
receives a request to establish the second wireless connection from the second device 
while reproducing content data from the first device (paragraph 21-22, 31). 

Regarding claim 2, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein the 
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establishing means establishes the first wireless connection under a first condition in 
which said wireless communication device functions as a master (paragraph 24). 

Regarding claim 3, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein the 
establishing means has means for setting the first wireless connection under a second 
condition other than the first condition (paragraph 24; headset can be master or slave). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses further comprising 
means for outputting notification indicating that said wireless communicating device 
received a request to transmit a voice call from the second device (paragraph 21, 27, 
31). 

Regarding claim 5, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein said 
reproducing means includes a speaker which outputs a sound reproduced from the 
content data, and said outputting means makes said speaker output the notification with 
louder volume than that of the sound reproduced by said reproducing means 
(paragraph 21, 27, 31; notification of incoming call is overlaid music being played. Also, 
it is inherently necessary for the notification to be louder then reproduced sound as it 
would not be possible to hear if notification was of a lower decibel). 

Regarding claim 6, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein said 
establishing means is further operative for establishing a wireless connection with said 
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second device even though said second device has not requested a connection 
(paragraph 22). 

Regarding claim 7, MOONEY discloses an electronic apparatus for 
communicating with first device and second device (abstract, Figure 1), comprising: a 
wireless communication device [headset] (20); means for establishing first wireless 
connection between said wireless communication device and the first device (Figure 1 , 
abstract, paragraph 9-13), and second wireless connection between said wireless 
communication device and the second device (paragraph 9-13); and means for 
reproducing content data received through the first wireless connection (paragraph 21- 
22); means for outputting a notification indicating that said wireless communicating 
device received a request for a voice call from the second device through the second 
wireless connection (paragraph 21, 27, 31); means for inputting an instruction to receive 
the voice call (paragraph 21 , 27, 31); means for adjusting a sound reproduced by said 
reproducing means in relation to the operation of said inputting means (paragraph 31); 
and means for communicating with the second device using voice data through the 
second wireless connection while the sound reproduced by said reproducing means is 
adjusted (paragraph 31). 

Regarding claim 8, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein said adjusting 
means has first sending means for sending to the first device a first request for stopping 
transmitting the content data (paragraph 31 ; music can be stopped if user does not want 
to hear it during a call). 
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Regarding claim 13, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon, MOONEY further discloses a headset for 
communicating with first device and second device (abstract), comprising: a wireless 
communication device (20); first establishing means for establishing first wireless 
connection between said wireless communication device and the first device (paragraph 
9-13); means for reproducing content data received through said first wireless 
connection (paragraph 9-13, 31); second establishing means for establishing second 
wireless connection between said wireless communication device and the second 
device while the first wireless connection is maintained in the case said wireless 
communication device receives a request to establish the second wireless connection 
from the second device under a condition in which said reproducing means is 
reproducing the content data (paragraph 9-13, 21, 27, 31); means for outputting a 
notification indicating that said wireless communicating device received a request for a 
voice call from the second device through the second wireless connection (paragraph 
21 , 27, 31); means for inputting an instruction to receive the voice call (paragraph 21 , 
27, 31); means for communicating with the second device using voice data through the 
second wireless connection (paragraph 21, 27, 31); and means for adjusting a sound 
reproduced by said reproducing means while the communicating means is operating 
(paragraph 21, 27, 31). 

Regarding claim 14, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. MOONEY further discloses wherein said adjusting 
means has means for sending to the first device a request for stopping transmitting the 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,902 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2683 

content data (paragraph 31 ; music can be stopped if user does not want to hear it 
during a call). 

Regarding claim 16, MOONEY discloses a connection control method for an 
electronic apparatus that communicates with a first device and a second device 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: establishing a first wireless connection between the 
electronic apparatus and the first device (paragraph 9-13); reproducing content data 
received through the first wireless connection (paragraph 9-13); and establishing a 
second wireless connection between the electronic apparatus and the second device 
while maintaining the first wireless connection in the case the electronic apparatus 
receives a request to establish the second wireless connection from the second device 
during the reproduction of the content data (paragraph 21, 27, 31), 

Regarding claim 17, MOONEY discloses a connection control method for an 
electronic apparatus that communicates with a first device and a second device 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: establishing first wireless connection between the 
electronic apparatus and the first device; reproducing content data received through the 
first wireless connection (paragraph 9-13); establishing second wireless connection 
between said wireless communication device and the second device while the first 
wireless connection is maintained, corresponding to a request to establish the second 
wireless connection from the second device (paragraph 9-13, 21, 27, 31); outputting a 
notification indicating that the electronic apparatus received a request for a voice call 
from the second device through the second wireless connection (paragraph 21, 27, 31); 
inputting an instruction to receive the voice call (paragraph 21, 27, 31); adjusting a 
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sound reproduced by said reproducing means (paragraph 21, 27, 31); and 
communicating with the second device using voice data through the second wireless 
connection under the condition the sound is adjusted (paragraph 21, 27, 31). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (0 or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

5. Claims 9-12, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
MOONEY et al (US 2002/0098878 A1) in view of Yl et al (US 6,407.325 B2). 

Regarding claim 9. see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. Although MOONEY resuming default audio when 
an event is finished (paragraph 27, 28), MOONEY does not expressly disclose wherein 
said adjusting means has second sending means for sending to the first device a 
second request for restarting transmitting the content data. Yl discloses wherein an 
adjusting means has a sending means for sending to a first device a second request for 
restarting transmitting the content data (303, 303a, 303b, 307a). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify MOONEY to include the pause and muting of audio content, as 
disclosed by Yl, as both inventions are related to the handling of an audio source when 
an incoming call arrives. This is beneficial in that the ability to hear the caller is greatly 
increased if audio being listened to is reduced. 

Regarding claim 10, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. Although MOONEY teaches restarting the 
transmission of content data, MOONEY does not expressly disclose wherein said 
second sending means requests a content data following the content data which has 
already been transmitted. Yl discloses a sending means requests a content data 
following the content data which has already been transmitted (303, 303a, 303b, 307a). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify IVIOONEY to include the pause and muting of audio 
content, as disclosed by Yl, as both inventions are related to the handling of an audio 
source when an incoming call arrives. This is beneficial in that the ability to hear the 
caller is greatly increased if audio being listened to is reduced. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. However, MOONEY does not disclose wherein 
said adjusting means has means for muting the sound reproduced by said reproducing 
means. Yl discloses wherein said adjusting means has means for muting the sound 
reproduced by said reproducing means (305). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
MOONEY to include the pause and muting of audio content, as disclosed by Yl, as both 
inventions are related to the handling of an audio source when an incoming call arrives. 
This is beneficial in that the ability to hear the caller is greatly increased if audio being 
listened to is reduced. 

Regarding claim 12, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. However, MOONEY does not disclose wherein 
said adjusting means has means for recovering the sound after the communication 
through the second wireless connection has finished. Yl discloses wherein said 
adjusting means has means for recovering the sound after the communication through 
the second wireless connection has finished (307). 
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Regarding claim 15, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. However, MOONEY does not disclose wherein 
said adjusting means has means for muting the sound reproduced by said reproducing 
means. Yl discloses wherein an adjusting means has means for muting a sound 
reproduced by a reproducing means (305). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

WINGATE (US 6,006,1 15) - Wireless headphones for entertainment and 

telephonic communication 

BATES et al (US 6,628.964 B1) - Combination cordless telephone and remote 
control for entertainment equipment 

ANVEKAR et al (US 2002/006861 0 Al ) - Selecting source device and content 
delivery via wireless connection 

KITAMURA (US 5,987,106) - Automatic volume control system 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ariel Balaoing whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
AM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ariel Balaoing 
Art Unit 2683 
Patent Examiner 

AB 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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